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City planning can be an important instrument in enabling a just, equitable, prosperous and 

sustainable city. For this to happen planning needs to go beyond technocratic top-down 

approaches which restricts itself to spatial management. We propose that the Delhi Master Plan 

2041 should not be a mere extension of previous master plans rather should be prepared through 

inclusive and participatory methods, that rely on ground-truthing, and assessment of the 

intersectional impacts on social relations, economy and ecology of the city. This approach should 

be cognisant of various time-frames, scales and be adaptive. The  Main Bhi Dilli Campaign 

attempts to highlight what inclusive planning in Delhi could look like. 

Main Bhi Dilli is a people’s campaign aiming to envision and enable a more inclusive city. It is a collective

of civil society organisations, activists, researchers and others who work on diverse issues of housing,

livelihood, gender and other rights.



INCLUSIVE PLANNING: MAPPING THE INTERSECTIONS

INCLUSIVE 

PLANNING FOR 

MPD 2041

POST-FACTO PLANNING (RE)VISIONING

DEMOCRATIC PLANNING PROCESSES

PLANNING FROM INTEGRATED DATA INCLUSIONARY ZONING

ADAPTIVE SPATIAL 

REGULATIONS

- Collect and consider new data that is updated.

- Make base data public along with source and 

method. 

- Verify conflicting data  and acknowledge data 

gaps. 

- Integrate sectoral data for holistic planning. 

- Integrating policy and mission mandates with the 

master plan.

- Using zoning strategies to increase land 

supply for affordable housing  and 

employment generation. 

- Maintaining flexibility in land use. 

- Expanding mixed land use.

- Mandatory reservations in private 

developments and new urban forms for 

affordable housing.

- Rethinking building regulations 

and development controls across 

socio-economic categories. 

- Public consultations involving municipal 

corporations and elected representatives at ward 

and zone level before the draft plan. 

- Objection-based and digital participation not 

acceptable modes of participation. 

- Involvement of all stakeholders. 

- To reflect intersectional lived realities. 

- Priority setting to be based on public 

consultation.

- Planning approach should be rooted in 

the reality of the self-built and the informal.

- Plan should be based on mapping of 

existing land use.  

- Process for upgradation and extension of 

services to unplanned areas.  

INNOVATE PLANNING 

INSTRUMENTS

MEASURING 

INTEGRATED IMPACT

- Plans to be made across various 

scales from micro to macro.

- Having incremental plans for relatively 

smaller time-plans.

- Integrating all the urban sectoral plans 

beyond the land-use plan.

- Locate the city plan in larger 

regional context.

- Recognise and measure 

impact of spatial plan on 

social, economic, political and 

ecological indicators.


